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what?

yum

nextput

where? wait

like walk

open lot

costume

house

in treat

door trick

hello / goodbye

you

we / us
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*Use natural gesture or point for: story specific vocabulary e.g. characters, actions, places, objects, we/ us, you

what?

yum

nextput

where? wait

like walk

open lot
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Trick or Treat
Aided language display board - Key Word Sign

who?
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PUT
Place dominant fingertips on 
ball of thumb, palm down, 
move forward opening hand 
and fingers. Move the sign to 
where you want to place the 
object.

NEXT
Place dominant fingertips on 
ball of thumb, palm down, 
move forward opening hand 
and fingers. Move the sign to 
where you want to place the 
object..

COSTUME
Hold open hands, palm down, in 
front of body. Brush thumbs of 
both hands down upper body, 
twice. *May use little fingers 
instead of thumbs, palms up.

WAIT
Bounce open dominant 
hand, palm down, in front of 
dominant side, twice. *May use 
both hands (natural gesture).

YUM
Natural gesture. Place open 
spread dominant hand at waist 
and move in small circles.

HOUSE
Open both hands, place tips 
of index and middle fingers 
together then move fingertips 
apart and down  to trace the 
roof and walls of a house.

LIKE
Move open dominant hand in 
small circles on chest.

WALK
“Walk” extended dominant 
index and middle fingers along 
palm of open non-dominant 
hand.

IN
Place both open hands in front 
of body, palms down. Brush 
dominant hand under non-
dominant hand as dominant 
hand moves forward. 
*Sign may be varied to show 
different aspects: in a tree,
a box, a cup, etc.

TREAT (EAT)
Close dominant fingertips onto 
ball of thumb. Tap formation on 
chin, twice.

OPEN
Open both hands, palms facing 
body and fingertips touching. 
Move fingertips forward and 
apart so palms are facing each 
other (or use natural gesture 
appropriate to the context).

LOT
Extend dominant index finger 
and thumb. Bounce edge of 
dominant hand onto open palm 
of non-dominant hand, twice.

DOOR
With both hands open, palms 
facing body, place non-dominant 
hand fingernails on heel of 
dominant hand. Tap back of non-
dominant hand with dominant 
hand, twice. Emphasise the opening 
and closing movement of sign for 
“open” and “close” the door
(or use natural gesture).

TRICK
Place dominant index finger 
and thumb in an ‘o’ on the 
nosetip, then extend index 
finger while moving forward

WHAT?
Point dominant index finger, 
palm away from body, 
at shoulder height. Move 
formation at wrist from side to 
side, twice.

WHERE?
Open both hands, palms up. 
Simultaneously move each 
hand from side to side, in 
opposite directions, twice.

WE / US
Point to self using extended 
dominant index finger and 
move the same finger in a 
sweeping motion to indicate 
the others. May also use flat 
hand with palm up (natural 
gesture). *May use two hands

HELLO / GOODBYE
Move open dominant hand side 
to side in air at chest height, 
palm away from body
(natural gesture).

YOU
Point extended dominant 
index finger towards person or 
people. May also use flat hand 
with palm up (natural gesture).

WHO 
Point dominant index finger, 
palm facing body. Move hand in 
small forward circles.

Trick or Treat
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