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Happy Birthday
Sign guide

Happy to you,

Happy dear friend.
Or finger spell 
first letter of 

person’s name

(Repeat line)

(Repeat line)

to you,Happy

birthday
(Northern)(Southern)

birthday
(Northern)(Southern)

birthday
(Northern)(Southern)
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Happy Birthday
Sign guide

From good friends and true,

From old friends and new.

may good luck go with you and happiness too.
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Happy Birthday
Sign guide

Happy to you,birthday
(Northern)(Southern)

(Repeat line)

Or finger spell 
first letter of 

person’s name

(Repeat line)

to you.

Happy

Happy

dear friend.birthday
(Northern)(Southern)

birthday
(Northern)(Southern)
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Happy Birthday
Sign guide

HAPPY
Clap heels of open 
cupped hands 
together twice, hands 
moving in small 
outward circles.

BIRTHDAY (Northern)
Place open hands in 
front of waist, palms 
facing body. Bounce 
hands away from 
body. 
(NSW, Qld)

YOU
Point extended 
dominant index 
finger towards 
person or people 
(natural gesture).

FRIEND
Clasp non-dominant 
fist with dominant 
hand and rock 
formation, backward 
and forward slightly, 
twice. 

(Or fingerspell first letter 
of person’s name)

GOOD
Extend dominant 
thumb, close rest 
of fingers into fist, 
thumb pointing 
up, move forward 
with stress (natural 
gesture).

TRUE
Open both hands. 
Move blade of 
open dominant 
hand down onto 
palm of non-
dominant hand in 
front of body.

OLD
Crook and slightly 
spread index and 
middle fingers of 
dominant hand. Move 
this formation down 
in front of nose.

NEW
Brush little finger 
edge of open 
dominant hand 
along back of open 
non-dominant hand, 
turning palm down at 
end of movement.

BIRTHDAY (Southern)
Open both hands, 
placing blades of 
hands on each side 
of waist. Move hands 
down slightly then 
up, crossing wrists as 
arms sweep up and 
apart in an arc.
(Vic, SA, WA, NT, Tas)
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Happy Birthday
Sign guide

GOOD LUCK
Extend index finger 
and thumb of dominant 
hand and place on 
nose. Flick index finger 
off nose and close 
into a fist with thumb 
extended as hand drops 
down in front of body.

GO WITH YOU (give)
Move open hands 
forward simultaneously, 
palms up, in 
shallow arc. * With 
directionality.

TOO (same)
Point index fingers 
of both hands palms 
down and tap sides 
of index fingers 
together, twice.
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